The points on which this case chiefly depended for its interest were,?Is/, The completeness with which the murder was proved against Stephen; Idly, The state of the prisoner's mind at the time of the commission of the act;
and, 3dly, The state of his mind when the sentence of death should have been carried into effect. The prisoner pled guilty to the charge of murder; but a special plea of insanity at the time of the alleged commission of the deed having been put in on his behalf, the trial proceeded.
To take events in their proper sequence, it was proved that the prisoner had been long connected with this woman (twenty-seven years, as stated in one of her letters); that he had been accustomed to visit her at her own house; that she had frequently gone from Aberdeen to Thainstone, a distance of fourteen or fifteen miles, for the purpose of meeting him, and, according to her own account, of receiving money from him. Some of the letters found in his possession, and proved to have been written for her, contained threats of exposure if her demands were not complied with, and one, making an appointment with him for the 3d of December, stated, that she did not want to come to his house (of which he appeared to have complained on a former occasion), but that she would not go home till she should have seen him.
On the morning of the 3d of December 18G4, Ann Forbes, after borrowing some clothes from a neighbour, set out from Aberdeen, intending to walk to Thainstone and back again. This was about 8 a.m., and nothing further is known of her movements until about 12 o'clock, when she called at an inn at Kintore, asked for half a gill of whisky, of which she drank the half, leaving the other half until'her return, at which time she promised to pay for it as she had done on previous occasions. She was 
